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on how we will make the best use of the time 
available, to ensure that every effort is made 
to secure widespread agreement among the 
parties on elections and the organisation of 
negotiations, and to allow us to come to a 
view on the question of a referendum. I 
would appeal to all parties to cooperate fully 
in that process. 

These consultations are to be strictly 
time-limited. They will end on Wednesday 13 
March. They will not be allowed to drag on 
inconclusively, and in so doing to threaten 
the timetable set out for the launch of nego-
tiations. The existence of a deadline will 
focus the minds of participants. 

After 13 March, the two Governments will 
immediately review their outcome. The Brit-
ish Government will bring forward legisla-
tion for an elective process, based on a judge-
ment of what seems most broadly accept-
able. Decisions will also be announced as ap-
propriate on the other matters relating to 
the negotiating process which are to be ad-
dressed by the consultations. The two Gov-
ernments are of the shared view that the 
parties must be given every opportunity to 
shape these matters in an agreed fashion, 
but ultimately we are prepared to make 
judgements and where appropriate to take 
the necessary decisions on the basis of what 
we have learned in the consultations. 

In essence, we have mapped out a clear 
path to the negotiating table. This combina-
tion of steps offers to all parties a balanced 
and honourable way forward. It guarantees 
negotiations, and it also guarantees that 
those negotiations will be conducted on the 
basis of the principles of democracy and non- 
violence. There is no reason for any party to 
refuse to participate in negotiations. Equal-
ly, there is no reason for the IRA, through a 
refusal to restore its ceasefire, to deny Sinn 
Fein the possibility of full participation in 
political dialogue and entry into the nego-
tiations on a basis of equality. 

Negotiations are a necessary means to an 
essential end. We must never forget what it 
is that we seek to attain through them. It is 
important to remind ourselves of the ulti-
mate prize we seek to gain. 

Political violence could be eradicated for- 
ever through a draining of the swamp of in-
herited distrust and incomprehension. 
Through partnership in agreed institutions, 
unionism and nationalism could learn to re-
spect one another and to work together for 
the common good. Nationalists could feel se-
cure and valued within Northern Ireland: 
Unionists could feel secure and valued on the 
island of Ireland. We could achieve perma-
nent agreement on the rules which would 
order our relationships, through matching 
and reciprocal guarantees which would tran-
scend disputes about sovereignty. The last 
ghosts which haunt the relationship between 
Britain and Ireland would be laid to rest. 

It is long past time that we began to work 
out together how to reach this destination. 
Now we know when negotiations will begin, 
and we must prepare ourselves for the task 
ahead. The Irish Government, working on 
the foundations and with the commitments 
of yesterday’s communiqué, will approach 
that task with the utmost urgency and re-
solve.∑ 

f 

THE BLACK REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
PATRIOT’S COMMEMORATIVE 
COIN ACT 

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to cosponsor S. 953, the 
Black Revolutionary War Patriot’s 
Commemorative Coin Act. This legisla-
tion, sponsored by Senators CHAFEE 
and MOSELEY-BRAUN, would allow the 

minting and sale of commemorative 
coins to finance the construction of a 
memorial in our Nation’s Capital, hon-
oring those African-Americans who 
fought for our Nation’s independence. 

Mr. President, our Nation owes those 
African-American patriots who fought 
in the American Revolution a deep 
debt of gratitude. All together, over 
5,000 African-American men and women 
served as guides, spies, teamsters, and 
sailors in pursuit of a free nation. 
These African-Americans accounted for 
over 21⁄2 percent of the total American 
force. They served with distinction and 
honor. 

In this month, designated as Black 
History Month, it is appropriate to re-
mind ourselves of the service African- 
Americans have given to this Nation’s 
armed services. African-American serv-
ice men and women have left an indel-
ible mark upon our Nation’s history. 

In researching the role of African- 
Americans in the American Revolu-
tion, I was surprised to learn that 
many of those patriots who served 
were, indeed, slaves. How ironic it is 
that many of the patriots serving to 
found a nation based on the ideals of 
freedom were unable to enjoy this very 
freedom. We as a nation have strug-
gled, and continue to struggle today, to 
ensure that all Americans can enjoy 
the fruits of living in a nation dedi-
cated to democracy and freedom for 
all. 

We have a long way to go to meet 
that ideal. It is my sincere hope that 
the construction of the memorial to be 
built from the proceeds of the sale of 
these commemorative coins, will in-
spire us to continue this fight for de-
mocracy and equality. We owe the pa-
triots who fought in the American Rev-
olution no less.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DIANE KASEMAN 

∑ Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to take the opportunity to ac-
knowledge the 43 years of dedicated 
service of Diane Kaseman, upon her re-
tirement. A native of Rochester, NY, 
Diane began her distinguished career 
on March 27, 1953. Diane began her ten-
ure here on Capitol Hill as a recep-
tionist for Representative Kenneth 
Keating. She then moved to the Senate 
and worked for Senator John Sherman 
Cooper and has since served under the 
administrations of 11 separate Senate 
Sergeants at Arms, where she has 
worked with the service and computer 
facilities staff of the U.S. Senate. 

Diane’s accomplishments have not 
been limited to her professional career, 
as she has endlessly devoted herself to 
volunteer activities benefiting not only 
her colleagues, but also many chari-
table organizations. In 1953, Diane ac-
tively sought and obtained approval 
from the Senate Rules Committee for 
the establishment of the Senate Staff 
Club. Founded in 1954 with 150 members 
as a social organization for all Senate 
employees, the club has sponsored a va-
riety of social, civic, and charitable ac-

tivities. Under the capable and dy-
namic leadership of Diane, the club’s 
first treasurer, the Staff Club has 
grown to over 3,000 members. 

The organization has been respon-
sible for a number of variety shows, 
dances, and dinners, however, an inte-
gral part of the club has been chari-
table activities. Diane Kaseman has 
been instrumental in the success of 
these efforts. In 1955 Diane helped to 
form a Senate hospitalization plan, 
which is still active under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of the Senate. 
The Staff Club was asked by the Red 
Cross to become part of its blood donor 
drive in 1978 and has continued this 
support. Diane has been a driving force 
behind this noteworthy campaign and 
has dedicated many hours of hard work 
to ensure that the Senate blood drive 
meets its goal. As a result of her ef-
forts, the Senate Staff Club has re-
ceived four Outstanding Merit Awards 
for its contributions. 

Diane won the 22d Annual Roll Call 
Congressional Staff Award in 1953 as 
one of the founders of the Senate Staff 
Club. In 1981, Diane Kaseman received 
the Sid Yudain Award in recognition of 
‘‘her dedication to the well-being of her 
coworkers and for the generous expend-
iture of her time, talent, and personal 
resources in the service of the congres-
sional community.’’ Diane was also 
commended by U.S. Capitol Chief of 
Police James M. Powell for her 
unending assistance and patience dur-
ing a special 5-week assignment in 1984 
with the U.S. Capitol Police in estab-
lishing a system for providing security 
badges for all employees of the Senate. 

Diane’s contributions have been vast 
and effectual. She enjoys volunteering 
her time and special talents in helping 
others and has contributed to the Red 
Cross, Children’s Hospital, Walter Reed 
Hospital, Saint Joseph’s food drive, 
Hungary relief, Mexico’s earthquake 
relief, and Help for Retarded Children, 
among others. 

As U.S. Senator from New York, I am 
particularly pleased to congratulate 
Diane Kaseman for her outstanding 
contributions and dedicated service of 
the past 43 years and wish Diane con-
tinued success in all her future endeav-
ors.∑ 

f 

RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

∑ Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
that the tape of S. 1582, a bill to reau-
thorize the Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act and the Missing Children’s 
Assistance Act, introduced by myself 
and Senator SIMON on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 29, be printed in the RECORD. 

The text of the bill follows: 
S. 1582 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION. 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Runaway 
and Homeless Youth Reauthorization Act of 
1996’’. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:28 Jun 20, 2008 Jkt 041999 PO 00000 Frm 00053 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 J:\ODA16\1996_F~1\S05MR6.REC S05MR6m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

M
IK

E
T

E
M

P
 w

ith
 S

O
C

IA
L 

S
E

C
U

R
IT

Y
 N

U
M

B
E

R
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-15T13:40:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




